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Gabriel Fauré 
Gabriel Urbain Fauré (1845 –1924) was a French composer, organist, pianist and teacher. He was one of the foremost 
French composers of his generation, and his musical style influenced many 20th-century composers. Among his best-
known works are his Pavane, Requiem, Nocturnes for piano and the songs "Après un Rêve" and "Clair de Lune". Although 

his best-known and most accessible compositions are generally his earlier ones, Fauré composed many of his most 
highly regarded works in his later years, in a more harmonically and melodically complex style. Fauré was born into a 
cultured but not especially musical family. His talent became clear when he was a small boy. At the age of nine, he 

was sent to a music college in Paris, where he was trained to be a church organist and choirmaster. Among his 
teachers was Camille Saint-Saëns, who became a lifelong friend. After graduating from the college in 1865, Fauré 
earned a modest living as an organist and teacher, leaving him little time for composition. By his last years, Fauré 
was recognised in France as the leading French composer of his day. An unprecedented national musical tribute was 

held for him in Paris in 1922, headed by the president of the French Republic. Outside France, Fauré's music took 
decades to become widely accepted, except in Britain, where he had many admirers during his lifetime. Fauré's music 

has been described as linking the end of Romanticism with the modernism of the second quarter of the 20th century. 
When he was born, Chopin was still composing and by the time of Fauré's death, jazz and the atonal music of the 
Second Viennese School were being heard. The Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, which describes him as the 
most advanced composer of his generation in France, notes that his harmonic and melodic innovations influenced the 
teaching of harmony for later generations. During the last twenty years of his life, he suffered from increasing 
deafness. In contrast with the charm of his earlier music, his works from this period are sometimes elusive and 

withdrawn in character, and at other times turbulent and impassioned. 
 

Pavane 
The Pavane in F-sharp minor, Op. 50 was written in 1887, originally a piano solo piece, but is better known in Fauré's 
own version for orchestra and optional chorus. Obtaining its rhythm from the slow processional Spanish court dance 
of the same name, the Pavane ebbs and flows from a series of harmonic and melodic climaxes, conjuring a haunting 
Belle Époque elegance. The piece is scored for only modest orchestral forces consisting of string instruments and 

one pair each of flutes, oboes, clarinets, bassoons, and horns. From the outset, the Pavane has enjoyed immense 
popularity. 

 
Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions and arrangements 
for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest quality. 
Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 
ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 
Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 
If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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